IV UNITED NATIONS
CONFERENCE ON THE
LEAST DEVELOPED
COUNTRIES

PRIVATE SECTOR TRACK

Fresh Water Resour ces and Related Services

I ntroduction:

Fresh water resources are integral to sustainiafiityeecosystems, ensuring basic quality of lifajmtaining food and energy
security, and promoting thriving economies. Wasegssential to industrial development as an inpuatany manufacturing
processes, for irrigation and food processing,@teh as an ingredient in products. However, a bbproblems — increasing
water demand; pollution from industrial wastewaégricultural runoff, and natural resource exti@ttinadequate sanitation
services; strained physical water supplies; anduitable distribution of existing water suppliebave led to growing water stress
in many regions across the globe. Today, roughty 20the world’s population lives in areas of plogdiwater scarcity, while
nearly another 25% live in areas where governmantsthe technical capacity, funding, and/or infirasture to meet basic
human and environmental water needs (IWMI 2007m&te change threatens to exacerbate water styesebing the
hydrologic cycle, in many cases leading to morerise flooding and drought. A 2009 GlobeScan andeCaf Blue survey of
32,000 people from 15 countries found that peoperad the world identify water issues as the megbsis sustainability
challenges facing the planet.
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Figure 1: Water scarcity projectionsfor 2025
Source: IWMI 2000

Inadequate water management and water pollutioa baverely limited access to safe drinking water fzave caused public
health concerns, damaged the environment, anédtatlonomic development in many regions. Near®yr@dlion people are
estimated to lack access to safe drinking wateilevdver 2.5 billion people—most of which are lamhin Asia and Sub-Saharan
Africa—do not use improved sanitation services.sehgroblems lead to millions of deaths every yedraxe often a barrier to
education, particularly among women. These chaélerage felt particularly deeply in LDCs where goveents and local
communities often lack adequate funding, infrastrees and capacity to cope with them. Though depiatpcountries as a group
are on track to meet the Millennium Development IGREDG) for safe drinking water, LDCs as a group aurrently off track to
meet both their MDG related to safe drinking wated their MDG related to sanitation (UNCTAD 2010).

In many cases, private businesses stand to beneéitly from more consistent and reliable accesgater services and better
public management of fresh water resources. Todmifribute to this goal, they can invest in watse efficiency and wastewater
treatment within their own fencelines and suppaltilic agencies in their pursuit of more sustainatdéer management practices.
Since water stress, pollution, and unsustainabterwaanagement negatively affect businesses, coitisgjrand public agencies
alike, there is a compelling case for all of thesetors to act collectively in response to globalewr challenges.
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Source: WHO / UNICEF JMP 2011

Two industries in particular - agriculture and matuesource extraction — are critical to the ecopoyet also contribute and stand
to be greatly affected by water stress and poluthgriculture accounts for roughly 70% of watee wgorldwide, while

agricultural runoff is one of the key causes ofawgiollution. At the same time, water stress tlaesito reduce yield and degrade
farmlands. Many mining practices (e.qg., tar san@sng, mountaintop removal mining, hydraulic frathg, etc) lead to a range
of environmental and social impacts due to watdlupon. Mining companies will have to develop magstainable and
responsible methods if they hope to maintain thedial and legal licenses to operate amidst wongewater conditions and
growing pressure from consumers and affected cortiasin

K ey challenges:

» Ensuring all humans have access to a basic supplfordable, safe drinking water and sanitatiorviees;

* Protecting environmental flows and water qualitpider to promote healthy ecosystems and sustadivarsity;

» Developing and investing in public water managenoapiacity and water-related infrastructure;

e Ensuring long term renewability of water supplies;

e Continuing to meet the water requirements of grogwionpulations amid in cases static water supplies;

e Maintaining agriculture production amidst constealrwater supplies.

e Extracting sufficient natural resources while potiteg local water resources and indigenous rights.

e Protecting water quality by increasing monitorimglaegulation of pollution from industry, agriculéy and communities.
» Considering the impacts of climate change on tidrdiggic cycle and water management.

Solutions:
e Utilize and support the development of water actiogmmethods that enable a more sophisticated stateting of
agricultural and industrial water use, wastewatscliarge, and related risks and impacts
e Investin technologies that encourage water useieity among agricultural, industrial, and restigdrnwater users
» Implement water use efficiency and wastewater tneat in industrial facilities, especially thosewater-stressed regions
» Facilitate suppliers’ implementation of water uffeceency and water pollution prevention measures
e Create products that require less water use anésseolluting once they reach consumers
» Participate in initiatives that identify and encage more sustainable corporate water practices @& Water Mandate)
» Engage with communities, water managers, acadei®8s, farmers, and other stakeholders in collaoravith the
public sector to better understand and addresgstege conditions that create shared risk
» Collaborate with and support governments in wabekr sanitation policy development and implementation
= Advocate for efficient, equitable, and ecologicallystainable national and sub-national water pasici
= Build capacity of public agencies to implement wattelicy and deliver water and sanitation services
= Encourage full cost pricing to recover water mamagyet costs, while ensuring access for the poor
= Share information and data with public agenciesQdGand communities
e In cases where private enterprises are resporfsiblbe delivery of water and sanitation services:
= Uphold and actively pursue fulfillment of the humaght to water and sanitation
= Allow communities to articulate their interests arefjotiate how services are provided
= Publicly disclose any contracts entered into withlfz agencies

References

International Water Management Institute. (2000prM/ Water Vision presentation.

International Water Management Institute. (20@vater for Food, Water for Life: A Comprehensive Assessment of Water
Management in Agriculture.

United Nations Conference on Trade and DeveloprfiéNCTAD). (2010).The Least Developed Countries Report 2010:
Towards a New International Development Architecture for LDCs.

WHO & UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for Watengply and Sanitation. (2011)ata and estimates.



